
Private 20384 Albert Ellis 
11th Battalion Sherwood Foresters 

(Notts & Derby Regiment) 
(70th Brigade, 23rd Division under 

Major General J M Babington) 

Born 17.09.1884 Killed in 
action 16.09.1917 

 
My Granddad, Albert Ellis, was born in 1884 in 

Guisborough, Yorkshire and moved to Mansfield 

with his parents Richard and Sarah Ellis (née 

Fusedale) where they lived at 1 Fairholme Drive. 

He met my Grandma, Alice Maude Bowskill, who was born in Caunton but now lived at 99 

Bottle Lane, Mansfield and they married at St. John’s Church on 12th November 1904. 

He was a coal hewer below ground at Mansfield Colliery and at the start of the First World 

War they lived at 75 Somersall Street, Mansfield. 

He responded to Lord Kitchener’s call to 

“Join Kitchener’s Army – Your King and 

Country Needs You” and together with many 

of his workmates enlisted with the Sherwood 

Foresters. When he was sent to France they 

had five children aged from 6 months to 9 

years of age and in March 1917 a sixth child 

arrived. 

My Grandad survived the Battle of the 

Somme in 1916 (Where my Grandma’s 

brother, Arthur Bowskill, was killed in action 

on 01st July 1916, the first day of the 

offensive) and following home leave he was 

sent to Flanders in Belgium where he 

remained until the Passchendaele Offensive started and during which time his daughter 

Maude was born. 

After receiving no letters from him for several weeks my Grandma received the terrible 

news that he had been killed in action on 16th September 1917, the day before his 33rd 

birthday. Birthday cards from his family together with photos were amongst the effects he 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice and Albert Ellis 



was carrying when killed and they were returned to my Grandma covered in his blood with a 

bullet hole through them.  

She never remarried and raised six children on a pension of 33 shillings and ninepence per 

week. She died in 1950 when I was only seven, so I do not have very clear memories of her, 

but I do know that she was very much loved by all her family. 

My Grandad is buried in the Hooge Crater CWGC Cemetery which is on the Menin Road - 

four kilometres east of Ypres. 

The following extract from the memoirs of my Aunty Elsie, their second child and eldest 

daughter, is a very sad and moving account of what they experienced: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Extracts from Elsie Rabbitt’s (née Ellis) memoirs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

l to r:  Albert with his siblings: Thomas b.1915, Elsie b. 1906, Maude b. 1917, Albert b. 

1905, Violet b. 1909, Kathleen (My Mum) b. 1911. A copy of this was carried in his 

breast pocket when he was killed 

 



During September 2017, together with my two sons and 12-year-old grandson, I travelled to 

Ypres to place a wreath on my Grandfathers grave on the 16th September which was the 

100th anniversary of his death. This was a very special and emotional experience for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Roll of Honour St John’s Church, Mansfield & Pte Albert Ellis’s Grave, 

Hooge Crater Cemetery, Belgium  

 

The Zonnebeke Tunnels, Ypres 

 

During the trip we visited tunnels at Zonnebeke, east of Ypres, which had been drained after 

being flooded since the war and were, for a limited period, open to view for the 100th 

anniversary of the Passchendaele Offensive before being allowed to flood again. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Zonnebeke Tunnels, Ypres (continued) 

 

 

 The photos attached are: 

1. Grandad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

John Walker, The Green, Collingham       

 16th September 2018   

 

 

Contribution to ‘My Story’ added October 2018 

 

 


