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Audubon’s 113th Christmas
Bird Count

Important and exciting news for the Christmas Eialint program: After nearly
two years of internal discussions, budget modelgd-scratching, and intense
decision-making, two major changes will come to@eistmas Bird Count Pro-
gram effective with this year's CBC.

First, the CBC is now a free program. Audubon mndl longer charge
CBC participants the $5.00 fee.

Second, to minimize the effects of the loss eafihcomeAmerican Birds
will no longer be printed on paper and mailed aatigipants, and Audubon will
move to an online delivery of the summary resuftdie CBC.

To help Audubon make these important decisionardigg the Christmas
Bird Count program, they invited people involvedhathe count to participate in an
online survey earlier this year. The results fithwn survey included responders
who said they understood the fee and didn’t mindrgait, but the main thrust of
most comments called the fee a major obstacleetoptogram, and sent a strong
message that eliminating the fee would result imenmeeople getting involved with
the program, more counts taking place and moreratezdata compiled.

The survey also discovered that most people digad most of the CBC
results compiled ilmerican Birds and would much prefer an interactive, online
version of the magazineThe forthcomingAmerican Birds interactive web pres-
ence will include photos, summaries and featudeésf avhich will appear online as
they are completed.

While the integrity of the CBC is crucial to m&iim for its bird trend
data, it has become equally important for its &ibth engage people in other citizen
science projects. Toward that end Audubon wilekpanding its Citizen Science
projects, and the CBC will, of course, be a cornoers program.

Audubon’s 16th Great Backyard Bird
Count February 15th-18th

When bird watchers joined this year's Great Bacttygird Count, they recorded
the most unusual winter for birds in the count’sy®ar history. With 17.4 million
bird observations on 104,000 checklists, this wasmost detailed four-day snap-
shot ever recorded for birdlife in the U.S. andh&ia. Participants recorded 623
species, during February 17-20, including an infiilSnowy Owls from the arctic,
early-migrating Sandhill Cranes, and Belted Kinigéiss in northern areas that
might normally be frozen over.

This February the GBBC is going global and beirtggrated with eBird,
and participants can enter data from anywheredmibrld. Other new features
include improved visual interfaces on the GBBC,sitith interactive maps that
will allow users to explore bird observations inachigreater detail than ever be-
fore.

This change means participants will create adi@m®unt in order to enter
bird checklists for the GBBC, starting in 2013.ianly has to be done once, and
people already using eBird can use the same useraachlogin information to
participate in the GBBC.

“Citizen scientists are helping us document charigeirds, starting in
our own backyards,” said Audubon chief scientistydangham.
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Audubon’s 113' Annual Christmas Bird Count

Ferrisburgh (VT/NY) CBC

Saturday, December 15thThe Ferrisburgh count circle includes a swathaifd.
Champlain shoreline as far west as Route 22. Forriration contact John & Pat
Thaxton: JPThax5317@gmail.coor 518.576.4232.

Plattsburgh (NY) CBC

Sunday, December 16thThe count circle is centered on Route 9 justtsofithe
entrance to the former Plattsburgh Air Base. /Asgéarticipants in this count do not
meet before dispersing to their territories, condacly Heintz at (518) 563-5273 or
heintz.judith@gmail.conto arrange for a territory.

Elizabethtown (NY) CBC

Saturday, December 22ndf you are interested in participating in this year
count, please contact Charlotte Demers@mers@frontiernet.nadr (518) 582-
2157. The count dinner will be held at the lovinggyurbished Deer's Head Inn at
5:00 p.m. (bar opens at 4:00).

Massena, N.Y.-Cornwall, ON CBC

Saturday, December 22ndJoin us for the 41st annual Massena portionef th
Massena-Cornwall CBC on December 22nd. A littleerthan half of the circle is
on the US side of the border. 78 species weredfdast year setting many new
records for our count. We look forward to a festoount dinner in Massena after-
wards. Call Eileen Wheeler at 315-386-2482 or ereavheeler@yahoo.com

Saranac Lake (NY) CBC

Sunday, December 30th57thyear of this count! Meet in the parking lot at How
ard Johnson's on Route 86 in Lake Placid at 7:®0 sharp, or (preferably) contact
the compiler, Larry Master (617) 285-908&yrencemaster@gmail.corahead of
time if you plan to participate. A festive coumer will be held at a location

TBD on Sunday evening,

Saturday January 19, 2013
Arbutus Lake

Newcomb
Participants will snowshoe a 2 mile loop aroundghere of Arbutus Lake in the
Huntington Wildlife Forest. This flat trail goesrttugh mostly softwood and mixed
wood forest. There is the possibility that Red #¥iiite-winged Crossbills will be
in the softwoods along the trail.
Time: 10:00 am
Meet: Meet at the Adirondack Interpretive Center, 5&&te Route 28N New-
comb, NY
Leader: Charlotte Demers
Registration: Email tocdemers@frontiernet.net call the AIC at (518) 582-2000

Saturday February 2, 2012
Adirondack Interpretive Center

Newcomb
After checking out the birds at the AIC feeder, ethin recent winters included
redpolls, evening grosbeaks, chickadees and nibsiteve will head out to the
Sucker Brook trail. This 1.0-mile trail runs alothg outlet to Rich Lake providing
opportunities to glimpse mink and otter in the operter. The surrounding hard-
wood forest is a great place to spot woodpeckers.
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Meet: At the Adirondack Interpretive Center, 5922 Sfate28N Newcomb, NY
Leader: Charlotte Demers
Registration: Email tocdemers@frontiernet.net call theAlC at (518) 582-2000



President’s Message
| am writing to ask our membership for some muchdes
help. No, | am not asking you to write us a chéam asking
for your valuable time. Northern New York Audubampires-
ently seeking nominations for its Board of DirestoYour
current Board consists of a fabulous group of imtlials that
do a tremendous job keeping this organization actelevant
and engaged in important conservation issues. \liban
terms begin in July 2013, many of us will needtepgdown
from the board when our terms expire. There arpree
requisites to being a member of the Board of DaextYou
don’t need to have experience with other non-ppfiave a
special skill set, or even be an excellent birdleeftainly am
not). All you need is a desire to help this orgatien grow
and continue to achieve its mission statemeiib ¢onserve
and restore natural ecosystems in the Adirondablnlain
and St. Lawrence regions of New York State, foayisin
birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for thentefit of hu-
manity and the Earth's biological diversit@ur meetings,
which typically last 2 hours, are held six timegear, so we
meet about every other month. At these meetingdisten to
Committee Reports, conduct the fiscal businesk@btgani-
zation, and discuss conservation issues that aneage to
our region. We also make determinations on how tioest
spend our grant monies, selecting projects that piedmote
conservation and education in our area. Being almeeof
the Board requires nothing more than a willingrtessontrib-
ute a small amount of time (about 50 hours/yeagnt@rgani-

zation thatendeavors to "promote the protection and proper
management of birds, other wildlife and their hatsithrough |
advocacy and educationf'you are interested in serving as a

member of the Board, consider nominating yourgegffectly
acceptable). If you know someone who would be afiio
this organization, nominate them as a candidatettaand
Nominating Committee will contact them to determiheir
interest. Please don’t hesitate to contact me guigstions or
nomination suggestions.

And, as always, this time of year, | strongly eumeo
age everyone to participate in some of the gre@e®i Sci-
ence programs that are available; Christmas Bindn@p Pro-
ject Feeder Watch and the Great Backyard Bird C(ieeib.
15-18, 2013). These three projects are fabulouswaynake
your love of watching birds inform our understarglof their

behavior, movement and population changes
—Chatte Demers

Find us on

Facebook

NNYA maintains a very active Facebook site,
complete with information about field trips, pro-
grams, festivals and celebrations.

Friend us on Facebook!

Saturday February 23, 2013
Cross-Country Ski
Connery Pond to Whiteface Landing

This six-mile round-trip passes through some bé&auti
woods, past a lovely pond and ends up at the egtsescenic
Whiteface Landing at the north end of Lake Pladid. Tony
Goodwin puts it irClassic Adirondack Ski Tours: “The skiing
has enough ups and downs to keep experienced $kiers
being totally bored while not terrifying less exipaiced ski-
ers.” We'd classify the trail as suitable for exipaced begin-
ners and light intermediate skiers.

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Meet:The Trailhead is located on Rt. 86, 3.1 miles e&se
stoplight at the junction of Rts. 86 & 73 in LaR&cid and is
marked with a DEC sign—if the trailhead is not vaéal, park
on the road.

Bring: Lunch

Leaders Pat & John Thaxton

Registration; Contact Pat or John by calling (518)576-4232
or by emailingjpthax5317@gmail.com.

/ 5 .r‘ L
Connery Pond

DEC Camp Scholarship

Win a week at Camp Colby in Saranac Lake or Packgtdin
Warrensburg! Boys and girls ages 11 to 17 aréoddig
Learn about the environment, enjoy traditional catfivities
such as swimming, canoeing, hiking, and archeportSman
education is also available.

Write a short essay about why you'd like to go to
camp to be considered for a $350.00 scholarshigpsuBe to
tell us about yourself and include your age, yaacihool,
address, and phone number.

For more information, consult the DEC website at
www.dec.ny.gov/educationPlease send your entry to Eileen
Wheeler, 585 Pink School Rd., Canton, NY 13617maié
eiwheeler@yahoo.coloy March 1, 2013.
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The Joseph and Joan Cullman
Conservation Foundation 2012
Grant

The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation FoundatidNorthern New York

Audubon Avian Research Award ($3,000beIped support the Wildlife Conservation Societysjo-
ing investigation of the impacts of exurban develept on passerine and piciform bird populationth@Adirondack Park,
with an emphasis on how a suite of species redubtses, power lines, lawns, driveways and the huantivities associated
with them. Previous work in this study found tidtile some generalist species, such as crows gsdyjad grackles, benefited
from exurban development, the more specializedispélsat require very particular sorts of habitad éood resources, like
winter wren and Swainson’s thrush, experienceceimgingly negative breeding success as proximitiet@lopment increased.
Half of this award underwrote the work of Dr. CHaglewagen, whose work with the physiological heatith physiological
response of birds to exurban development will sigamtly enhance the WCS community level analyses@ovide a unique
and synergistic perspective on avian physiologppgs of habitat. Specifically, Dr. Seewagen codlddlood samples and
analyzed hematocrit volume and plasma triglyceledels to asses energy levels; uric acid levetietermine dietary protein
content; and heterophil:lymphocyte ratios to measironic stress. He collected samples primardynfovenbirds, a species
sufficiently abundant in both developed areas ardbueloped reference sites to make graphic phygimdbcomparisons. We
look forward to reviewing the results of this WC&/Beewagen work.

The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation FoundatidNorthern New York
Audubon/Great Adirondack Birding Celebration Annual Lecture ($750)teatured

Richard Crossley, whose revolutionary new fielddgutio birds;The Crossley ID Guide (Princeton University Press), created an
unprecedented sensation when published last y&rassley took more than ten thousand photos fobtind, which consists of
astonishing, digitally photoshopped montages ofyeMorth American species of bird, with each pldépicting a given species
in every phase of development and plumage variaéiball times of year and in the appropriate tabiln what must surely
have amounted to a Herculean effort (it requirechtiiking more than a hundred thousand miles), €egysmanaged to put the
project together, and to the surprise and delifleiveryone at his lecture he absolutely charmeduinouse audience at the
Paul Smiths VIC. His personable, funny, self-deptieig narrative of his relationship to birdingcéd multiple salvos of
hearty laughter, and the stunning series of phieégsrojected as he spoke elicited an eyebrow-gaisimber of gasps from the
audience.

The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation FoundatidNorthern New York
Audubon/Hamilton County Boreal Birding Festival Annual Lecture ($750)

presented Dr. Bruce Beehler, Vice President, Indi@aRacific Islands, Conservation Internationalpwpoke at the Adirondack
Museum about his work in Papua New Guinea anclttionship to his experiences in the Adirondaeksere he developed a
sterling reputation right out of college with th@74 publication of hi8irds of the Adirondack Park (Adirondack Mountain
Club). Dr. Beehler went to summer camp in therdalilacks and went on to spend essentially allrbestime hiking and
climbing and birding in the mountains. Since githg college he has made more than fifty tripRapua New Guinea, where
he and his team discovered several bird speciasowrkto science and where he has documented speeidsusly considered
extinct, such as Berlepsch’s Six Wired Bird of Rlésa, and discovered previously unknown specias) as the waffled honey
eater. These exotic places and species notwitlisiggDr. Beehler described his work in the Adiraokls and in Papua New
Guinea’s Foja Mountains as though a quick drivdatget him from one range to the other. The langevd marveled at 80-
Minutes video clip of an exotic lyre bird performing itamd-bogglingly elaborate courtship display.

The Joseph and Joan Cullman/Northern New York Audulon Boreal Bird

Studies Award ($1,500)nderwrote a study of rusty blackbird populatiamghie Adirondacks, the southernmost
extreme of its range in North America, by searcHorgnesting birds in specific locations where they previously nested,
such as Massawepie Mire, Wanakena, Minerva, Modser Rlains, Shingle Shanty Preserve and Res&tation and Spring
Pond Bog. Despite observations of nesting rustgkilirds in these locations as recently as 201§,@re pair, apparently not
nesting, was detected in Massawepie and a singléelaidd in Shingle Shanty, which suggests, perh#pes continuing precipi-
tous decline in the Adirondacks of rusty blackbjndhich have declined in North America by a stugniinety percent since
1960. The study compared results with similar warklaine, where researchers detected 40 rustkbits at 200 wetland
sites, indicating the extremely warm winter of 2112 might have driven the birds farther northaasumption in keeping
with research correlating the Pacific Decadal Qetdiin with a rusty blackbird range retraction ppeoximately 84 miles from
its southern limit over the past 40 years. Thagpial researcher, Stacy McNulty, Research Assecatl Associate Director of
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Adirondack Ecological Center, entitled her resegraper Rusty Blackbirds (Euphagus carolinus) in Adirondack Park: Needle
in a Haystack, or Just Missing?

The Joseph and Joan Cullman/Northern New York Audulon Boreal and

Montane Studies Award ($2,250)upported a technician and an intern who developedew routes for
the Adirondack component of Mountain Birdwatch ug citizen science initiative designed to monjtopulations of sensitive
bird species in the balsam fir-dominated high-eievaforests of New York and New England, with atjgalar focus on Bick-
nell's Thrush, the region’s only endemic songbiAtiministered by the Vermont Center for EcostudMeuntain Birdwatch
deploys thirty percent of its technicians and vodens in the Adirondacks (where all of the progmsateh focal species, includ-
ing blackpoll warbler, yellow-bellied flycatcher éuother boreals, live), with the goal of servirsgtiae primary database for
these populations by following a recently enharaed statistically more rigorous protocol desigreedubstantiate science-
based conservation decision-making. The Natures@wancy and the Trust for Public Land have esthbd protective man-
agement zones based on Mountain Birdwatch datasetghe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and thedziain Wildlife Service
have come to rely on these datasets to make catgerrecommendations for rare and threatened epedihe two researchers
this summer established new routes on Gothics Mamiaind Armstrong by conducting bird surveys atgiested points and
measuring habitat variables, such as canopy hamghtomposition, amount of ground and shrub condrthe basal area of
stems in the vicinity of each survey station. \fa&ers, either camping or hiking in the dark inesrtb reach the summits by
4:00 a.m. (when Bicknell's thrush sings and caltseroften than at other times of day and beconerfonze, more easily de-
tected) will survey these routes in 2013.

The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation FoundatidNorthern New York

Audubon Climatology Research Grant ($1,000)ent to Dr. Elaina M. Tuttle, of Indiana State
University, who for the past twenty-five years lamsassed detailed behavioral, physiological, e¢cddgnd evolutionary data
on white-throated sparrows, which she suggestesers the ideal model for the study of the evahatiy effects of global
climate change, primarily because the species sdnuwo distinct color morphs, each of which extsibsignificant variation in
sexual behavior as well as brood success/mortddipending on temperature. They occur as eithemotawhite-stripe morphs
(as distinguished by the color of their crown stspand mate disassortatively, with white-stripéesahoosing tan-stripe fe-
males and vice versa, and the proportion of paiesychanges with climate, with white-stripe/tatipstipairs experiencing
greater reproductive success after a mild wintbovieed by a cool spring, and vice versa for taipstihite-stripe pairs. The
difference owes itself to differing sexual stragagiwith white-stripe males investing heavily iewing additional mating pos-
sibilities through song, aggression and territangdusion, and tan-stripe males investing heawilparental care. Dr. Tuttle’s
work, conducted for the past twenty-five yearshat€ranberry Lake Biological Research Station émAldirondack Park, con-
sisted this summer of logging more than eight taadshours in the field, monitoring ninety-eight spa nests, banding over
one hundred thirty birds, documenting three thoddzehavioral observations via GPS and studyingrpalréehavior, social
interactions, immune responses, parasite loadmdmal levels and nest site selection. Dr. Tuttleter “The data gathered this
year were essential for strengthening and teststguatural equation climate model we developsd2012 was one of the
warmest years on record and lead to extremes mgretlation and parasite levels. Cullman/ NNYAds helped support two
student researchers, Lindsay Forette from the Wsityeof New England, and Maddie Dennie from Purtliméversity. Both
students were immersed in the project and padtieibin all aspects of the research, includingentagions of behavior (often
lasting many hours), the finding of new pairs aedts, mist-netting, banding birds, processing bidBecting blood and semen
samples (for paternity, hormonal and fertility a&aand using a resource-grade GPS.”

Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/NNA Citizen Science

Outreach Grant ($500)supported the development of educational matefidalthe All-Taxa Biodiversity Inven-
tory, a collaborative, volunteer group dedicatedunveying the diversity of life and connectingple to natural communities
through participation in biological inventoriesthie Adirondack Park. The ATBI functions by organgzgroups to focus on
specific groups of organisms, which they then meey by deploying expert, volunteer workers andeits of citizen scientists
in an intensive, twenty-four hour search for sevdesignated taxa. The educational materials prediincluded laminated
photo ID cards for the Fungal Taxonomic Working Gypbound, laminated images of fungi and plantd,fatd guides for the
Avian Taxonomic Working Group, as well as otheatet! materials meant to facilitate ATBI's Sarana&é_Bioblitz, which,
this July, involved scores of volunteers and doauter six hundred-seventy species of flora and fauna

Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/NNA Education Grant

($500)underwrote the implementation of thiving Bird Exhibit, Phase Two by the Northern Forest Institute, an initiative
that involved the acquisition of eight additionatfeeders as well as several hundred feet of AsarrBird Conservancy Bird-
Tape, a reflective material proven to decreasemidality from window strikes. The additional éss will allow for an en-
hanced variety of foods, the better to attractdewspectrum of species, and facilitate longerifegdessions uninterrupted by
humans refilling the feeders. Last year's grarth® Northern Forest Institute andlising Bird Exhibit at SUNY ESF’'s New-
comb Adirondack Interpretive Center financed thechase of snacks and beverages intended to gemaesatésustaining bird
seed program, with the proceeds from sales deditatbuying bird seed and the profits reinvestegdrpetuate the program.
The scheme worked, and the NFI reports that it béjga bird feeding season with a full inventorycofmestibles for sale as
well as more cash than originally awarded to sthet program.



The Mysterious Decline of the Rusty
Blackbird

Anyone who has been birding the Adirondacks forertban
a decade has probably noticed the precipitousrdeoli
Rusty Blackbird records in recent years. In spand fall
flocks of hundreds used to pass through the Chamyk-
ley, and in summer their high-pitched call echaednf wet-
lands across the Adirondacks. But in recent yeastyR
Blackbirds have become a rare sight both in mignagéind in
breeding season. So what happened?

It seems that such a question is not so simpleswer. In
2009 | began networking with a group of researchamvn
as the Rusty Blackbird Working Group, which wasagsled
by the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center to helpus re-
search on this declining species. In 2010 | cotetupoint
counts throughout the Adirondacks with the suppbthe
Cullman Foundation and found only 15 birds in 14&p
counts. Since then similar point counts have bexe dn
other regions by members of the working group, iatwns
out that they are just as rare in other areaseohtiitheast,
though they are still fairly common in Alaska. ladition to
being sparse they can also be tricky to find—thmdsare
quiet and stealthy once they begin nesting, ang dbe’t
often return to the same place to nest year aétar.yl his
makes them a difficult bird to study, making thesteyy of
the decline very difficult to solve. But when yaactis more
than a dozen researchers on a single species gdoand to
answer some questions, especially when you pof dtlem
in a room together as was done at the Northeadt@anser-
vation Conference this past October.

It turns out that there is no one major factor gayithe de-
cline of this species, but instead there are a murmbsmaller
factors, some of which likely play a greater rdiart others.
Breeding bird survey data shows the range of th&tyRu
Blackbird contracting along the southern edge eftibreal
forest, in places like the Adirondacks, the norgteand the
southern edges of Ontario, Quebec, and Nova Sddtia.
decline has been linked with climate change byilogplat one
of the main indicators of climate change, the Raf}ecadal
Oscillation, the timing of which coincides with tepecies’

decline beginning in the mid-1970’s. Climate chauhgs also

been linked to changes in dragonfly populationsctviare a
major food source for Rusties on the breeding gisuStud-
ies of mercury levels in the species across itgeamow that
individuals from the northeast population havehighest
levels of the toxin, and these levels are highan tany other
songbird species, a result of its predatory digha€roinver-
tebrates. Such high levels have been shown to ecore=d-
ing success of Common Loons and may be havingaime s
effect on Rusty Blackbirds. Another study by therkitng
group found that Rusties have an elevated numbleioof]
parasites, an indicator of stress in birds, on bi¢hbreeding
and wintering grounds. The wintering grounds pdbser
challenges to the species, including loss of fldaidforests
in the Mississippi River Valley where the largeshcentra-
tions of the birds overwinter, and the loss of pegeoves,
which provide an important winter food source. Eheray
also be a threat of habitat loss along the speniggatory
route, as the use of geolocators to track the spegiigration
revealed that some birds spend a number of dayslied in

the prairie pothole region of the U.S., a sensi#ikea to hu-
man development and climate change.

So the result of research so far is that we haea evre
guestions than we started with, but we are definit@ving
toward a greater understanding of the speciesbeggah all
aspects of its life cycle, which will eventually weous toward
preserving habitat for the species. Research owithtering
grounds has shown us that shallow water, leaf littied pe-
can groves are important, and we can now work tgee
habitats that provide these features. The breeagtimgnds are
a little trickier, as it’s still not clear why ttepecies has disap-
peared from wetlands in the Adirondacks and theakthe
northeast. More research is needed to determinéhahthis
is a factor of changing water levels, reduced jpegyulations,
or a response to climate change. So what can yaa delp?
Keep an eye out for Rusty Blackbirds, and repoutrygight-
ings to e-bird so that researchers can see whereirtths are
(and aren't), which helps them focus their reseaftbrts.
They are a tricky bird to find, and so few remairthe Adi-
rondacks that every sighting helps. Research isioggand

in a few more years we hope to have more answarsghes-
tions to solving the mystery of the species’ dezlin

--Melanie McCormack
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Rusty Blackbird

Poetry Corner

from Thirteen Ways of Looking at a
Blackbird

VIII
I know noble accent
And lucid, inescafgathythms;
But | know, too,
That the blackbisdnvolved
In what | know.

IX
When the Blackbited out of sight,
It marked the edge
Of one of many ca=l

—Wallace Stevens



The Bicknell's Thrush Habitat Protection
Fund at the Adirondack Community

Trust
Launching a new effort to protect the rare Bickisellhrush,
an alliance of North American scientists and covesgonists
is taking the unusual step of funding a team of ican
biologists to work in the migratory songbird’s Gdrean win-
tering habitat.

The Bicknell's Thrush Habitat Protection Fund has
awarded a $5,000.00 grant to Grupo Jaragua, whokegists
will study the thrush in forested mountains on Ereminican
Republic’s border with Haiti. The grant recognizeseed to
protect the songbird across its entire range, qaatily in its
threatened winter destinations.

“The Bicknell's thrush has two homes—one here in
North America and the other in the Caribbean Basaid
Chris Rimmer, executive director of the Vermont teetfior
Ecostudies, a research group working to conservéhttush.
“Our efforts to protect this vulnerable songbirdhtatop at
the water’'s edge. We need to concentrate our wbeee the
threats are most severe and imminent.”

Brown, speckled and reclusive, Bicknell's Thrush i
one of North America’s rarest nesting songbirdachespring
it makes a 1,200-mile journey north from only f@aribbean
islands to breed in restricted high mountain arebstal forest
sites in the northeastern United States and Canadsarly
fall, the thrush begins a demanding return trighe Carib-
bean region.

The songbird’s small population and fragmented
distribution may compound its ability to withstacdmulative
threats from charcoal production and unsustainadteul-
ture and forestry practices in the Caribbean, elsas cli-
mate change, mercury contamination and habitatitoss
North America. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviseonsid-
ering listing Bicknell's Thrush as a federally endared spe-
cies.

Grupa Jaragua, a non-profit conservation group
based in the Dominican Republic, will use the gtargearch
for Bicknell's Thrushes, map their habitat, andeassonser-
vation threats in the southern Sierra de Bahoraaoucial
wintering area for the songbird. Results fromtioek,
which is planned to include volunteers from comrtiggiin
and around the thrush’s habitat, will inform th#eetive con-
servation of dwindling forests in this region oe tHaitian
border.

During the past two decades, biologists have fedus
most of their research on Bicknell's Thrush bregdinounds
in the United States and Canada. The grant tp&jaragua
embraces a “full life-cycle” approach to conservafia strat-
egy researchers use for other migratory wildkfgch as
Monarch butterflies and Atlantic salmon.

“Bicknell’'s Thrush benefits when we work directly
with partners on the ground in Hispaniola,” saitké&/Ber-
ger, director of conservation and science for uhah New
York. “We hope this first grant inspires more dtoas to
the fund so that we can continue innovative efftotprotect
this remarkable songbird.”

Sixto Inchaustegui, a senior scientist with Grupa
Jaragua, said the grant would allow his team tabdish an

essential local presence in a forest under heaagspre from
illegal agricultural expansion and charcoal pthn. “By
better understanding Bicknell’'s Thrush and its epwnation
needs,” he said, “Jaragua and our partners wilkenadiec-
tively tackle pressing issues that threaten alfliviersity in
this sensitive region.”

“Though they are more than a thousand miles away,
Grupo Jaragua are our partners in ensuring th&nBlts
Thrush return to our Adirondack mountaintops eaoh-s
mer,” said Zoe Smith, Director of the Wildlife Camgation
Society Adirondack Program. “We congratulate Grdpma-
gua on their grant and look forward to being abledntinue
to support international conservation for wildlifeough in-
novative approaches such as this fund.”

“The grant was made possible by many donations to
the Fund from corporations, organizations, andviadials
who recognize that conserving local biodiversitgymequire
supporting conservation efforts far from the nonthi®rests,”
said Burger.

With a world population estimated at 100,000 or
fewer individuals, which is low for a songbird aimdubling
to researchers, Bicknell’s Thrush has a corpsiehsists and
conservation organizations working on its behalf.

The Bicknell’s Thrush Habitat Protection Fund is a
joint project of the Adirondack Council, AdirondaClhapter
of The Nature Conservancy, Audubon New York, Verton
Center for Ecostudies, and the Wildlife Conservamciety.
The Adirondack Community Trust (ACT) administers th
fund and accepts donations fatttp://www.generousact.org/
donate.

The International Bicknell's Thrush Conservation
Group (IBTCG) is an alliance of scientists, naturasource
managers, and conservation planners advancingutg and
conservation of Bicknell's thrush through scienod mterna-
tional cooperation. In 2007, IBTCG issued a covesgon
plan for the songbird that recognizes the needdik &cross
its entire range. The report is available at:

http://www.bicknellsthrush.org/conservation.
(Press Release issued by Audubon New York and Vermont

Center for Ecostudies)

Talk About Bicknell’'s Thrush...
This July Pat and | led a group from the New Y ot&t& Or-
nithological Association up Whiteface in searciBaftknell’s
Thrush and other boreals. As we gawked at a catiper
Bicks, Tommy Kirby , a fourteen-year-old birder in the
group, snapped a quick, but lovely, photo of thrd.bi




8

Editor’'s Note

Although I think of myself as someone with an adatine tolerance for the tedious, | finally foldeminpletely and eschewed
all media input on the day of the Presidential tid@c having endured, | felt, all manner of intetigal and emotional indignities,
what with the etch-a-sketch mendacities of thegiteausly proteaisovernor Romney and his Randian, Galt-ridden rumpnin
mate, to say nothing of the profusion of pollstggewing statistics like a tsunami of the tongud;tpredicting everything from a
Plutocratic Paradise to an E Pluribus Obama anchamper of incalculable metrics there betweencthesequences of which
so addled my mind | drifted off to sleep contemiplgithe ever-changing tracts of never-changing spa believing, in my
heart of hearts, that the American people coulpodsibly believe in Governor Romney.

Pat woke me in the morning and said, “308 to 2&lpver, Obama won.”

| still can’t believe the election actually endedpbably because the issues that all but toredhatry apart still endure,
and can anybody possibly imagine some sort of potitical comity Comity Central, anyone?), some grand agreement on what
we as a society should prioritize in terms of rewes and expenditures?

| can't, and suspect our political leaders wily shortly offer us yet again their cataract aftca

Talk about a cold and a broken hallelujah ...

| devoted a good deal of space to a couple othirel should all be concerned about, specificBligknell’s thrush and
Rusty Blackbird, the latter of which seems exigtdiytdoomed in our region, for reasons all manofdocal scientists have
struggled to understand, with painfully unsatisfyiresults. Melanie McCormack, who did her méstiesis on Rusty Black-
bird, wrote an excellent article for this issueoathe Rusty Blackbird Working group. Bicknellteush seems, if you pay at-
tention to anecdotal evidence from people doing Maim Bird Watch, in decline. This June, during thamilton County Bird
Festival, Joan Collins led a hike up Blue Mountain3:00 a. am., and although she usually getd¢denror so Bicknell's
thrushes on this journey this year she got onlgeha depressing decline in this seriously, in gipion, endangered species.
Joan said that instead of Bicknell's thrushes stada plethora of Swainson’s thrushes, an obsenvtat recalled my own of
seeing a complete decline of Bicknell's thrushe$lomricane Mountain accompanied by a profusionwéiBson’s thrushes.

The vicissitudes of reality notwithstanding, ahd tmpact of the parch of climes anybody’s guesspe, | imagine for
all of us, that the atmosphere will deliver snowmeasured, reasonable amounts, enough to bldreketdss-country ski trails
with a solid but not overwhelming base, enoughathrer words, to make for a great skiing season.

Hey, get out there and do a Christmas Bird Caatnf thinking about it in the abstract—you doréed to be a seri-
ous, world-class birder to contribute to the mastprehensive bird database in the world. All yauehto do is show up, and

showing up, as Woody Allen tells us: “...is 99%ite.” —John Thaxton
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